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Open Forum

F_

Sees No Racial Progress

Editor The News-Herald:

For some time now I have
been wanting to write a letter to
the citizens of Morganton on
race relations, but I never
quite knew what to say,

I have been a student at
Berea College, Berea, Kentucky,
for the last nine months. I haye
lived in an atmosphere of bro-
therly love without the stains of
diserimination mrota.u\on
This experience hax oven to
me that all men of all/races can
live together on an equal basis
in peace.

In coming back to Mnruant.on,
I came to a town of almost com-
plete segregation. I see no pro-
gress being made in Morganton
at all. I do see segregation in-
creasing Instead of decreasing.
1 see a segregated recreptional
center being built; a new ecity
hal] that will probably discrim-
inate In Hs hiring practices;
and new schools that are still
segregated.

Morganton has many churches

tians say so-called Christians
hecause I have met only a few
real Christians). Yet, these
Christians diseriminate in their
Chureh memberships. Did Christ
instruet his followers and minis.
ters to practice diserimination
or did He say go out and teaph
all men? We have elected civie
leaders, but where are they

leading us? 1 they. won't do.the

Job: of ending segregation in
Morganton, then it is left to the
merchants, ghurgh leaders, and

and{ﬂw a few so-called Chris--

all citizens of Morganton.

We know that Americans be-
lieve in life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. It is just a
matter of putiing our beliefs
into practice,

If there is one true Christian
in Morganton, then stand up for
what is right in the gight of God
and for our country's well-being
baecause to be silent is to con-
done the evil practices of
others,

JOHN E, FLEMING
518 West Concord Street
Morganton, N. C.
June 4, 1963



